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Dear Colleague,
 
The word ‘Colombia’ sparks imagination and wonder when 
mentioned in birding circles. It is the mecca for neo-tropical 
birding, being home to 1,932 recorded species (over 1,950 
unofficially recorded) with more being found each week as 
the country’s vast territory is explored during this time of 
transition and peace. 
This startling amount represents close to 20% of the world’s 
total number of birds. Among this mouth-watering list there 
are at least 84 ‘country endemics’ found in Colombia’s various 
isolated geo-regions and ecosystems, the evolutionary results 
of the complex and extreme Andean topography, its role as 
the bio-bridge between North, Central and South America 
and its 1,000-mile Caribbean and Pacific coastlines. 
With an aim to capture and proudly showcase this astounding 
avian treasure trove, we are delighted to introduce to you our 
latest array of The Colombian Project Birding experiences – 
the culmination of years of hard work in the birding sector, 
fed by our deep-lying passion for bird observation, 
conservation and exploration. 
Our birder’s mind-set and relentless attention to detail are just 
two of the key factors why our international partners work 
with us to deliver birding tours for their clients. Our skill set 
– developed over the past 9 years through working with some 
of the most recognised international operators in Europe and 
the US, across a variety of specialities such as wildlife 
watching, history & archaeology, cultural discovery, 

high-mountain trekking, soft adventure, cycling, academic 
focused programs, amongst others – we’re able to deliver 
smoothly operated tours full of birding memories that will 
last a lifetime. 
Our birding leaders are our ‘jewels in the crown’ and we’re 
consider ourselves fortunate to be working with some of the 
best leaders (without saying ‘the best’, because in our 
opinion they are) in the business – the guys who make those 
special birding moments happen, whilst ensuring that clients 
are having a great time and learning everything they can 
about this wonderful country. 
Within this brochure you will find concise and informative 
descriptions of each of Colombia’s vibrant ecoregions with 
a close-up of some of the possible targets, specialities and 
rarities that can be found within. To add, we’ve included a 
list of some of Colombia’s most interesting and productive 
birding sites that are visited during our various birding tours, 
ten of which are also detailed in the latter pages.
We hope you enjoy it, it’s been a lot of fun reviewing and 
improving our current offering and we continue to be very 
excited by being part of Colombia’s exponential growth in 
the global birding market. 
All the best,

Juan Ortiz
The Colombian Project

Santa Marta Parakeet (E)



ABOUT US

The Colombian Project has gained a national and international reputation as one of the 
best tour operators in Colombia. This isn’t so much us promoting this view, but more to 
do with breaking boundaries in what we do and delivering on our word, time and time 
again. Among our team we have a wide variety of interests, some of which have led us to 
delve into specialist niches with confidence, ultimately providing high-level experiences 
for our customers. Thankfully, with our attitude of ‘always learning’ and ‘never perfect’, 
we strive to understand the exact requirements through careful listening and consultation 
until we and our clients are happy to move forward. To break this down further, we’ve 
listed below some of the key elements that make us ‘different’. 

We’ve always been at the forefront of product development here in Colombia and some of 
the tours we’ve had the fortune of developing have been ‘firsts’ for the country, these include: 

PIONEERS

WILD LIFE WATCHING: We are not the only operator who offer wildlife experiences outside 
of birding, but we have taken it to the next level. Working with some of the world’s best 
travel companies to deliver tours that not only offer a strong birding spine, but also offer 
opportunities to appreciate all other forms of wildlife that exist in the various habitats 
included within our tours. 

PRIMATES: Colombia’s first dedicated primate tour, working 
with Reef & Rainforest (UK), where we gained exclusive 
access to national parks which were otherwise closed, 
facilitated visits to various NGOs and conservation projects 
around the country. 

HISTORY & ARCHEOLOGY: A tour developed with Steppes Travel 
where we had the chance to bring together a number of 
national experts, none of which had ever worked in tourism 
before, to deliver a highly insightful and highly successful, 
special interest tour with many exclusive behind the scenes 
experiences. We are the only Colombia experience within 
their exclusive brochure. 

….. we are always pushing the limits of what Colombia can 
offer. The best thing about this work is that Colombia makes 
it so very easy, with such a rich natural, human and 
geographical pool to create new experiences from. 

FOR COLOMBIA – WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO: For us 
Colombia has always come first. Our company was founded 
not only to show Colombia to the world and give people 
life-changing experiences during their visit, but also to help 
in whatever way we can to aid a country that has been 
through so much and yet has so much to look forward to. 
That’s why we approach our local partners with friendship 
first, building strong and lasting relationships on trust, respect 
and integrity, ensuring that our operation brings as much 
positive impact as possible, whilst we try to mitigate our own 
impacts using recognised sustainable tourism methods. 

KNOWLEDGE: We are students of Colombia – its biology, 
geography, people and history are all subjects that we delve 
into on a daily basis, which in turn allows us to create highly 
valuable and meaningful experiences for the client during 
their stay.    

SPECIALISTS: We consider ourselves experts in what we do 
with the ability to put together special interest tours no 
matter what the niche. We measure ourselves against the best 
and always aim to offer something different and better if we 
can, focusing on the small details that make all the difference.  

MULTI-INTERESTS: Using our deep understanding of the 
various niches that we work in, we love nothing more than to 
combine these elements – that range from wildlife, culture, 
gastronomy, history, adventure or whatever else Colombia can 
offer – into an unforgettable experience, all delivered 
seamlessly for the traveller. 

Barred Fruiteater



HIGH-END / LUXURY TRAVEL: Colombia’s hotel and 
gastronomic offerings are growing by the day and we make 
massive efforts to ensure that we know the very best places to 
eat and stay in each location, so that we may offer that 
‘special’ touch for those clients who are looking for a 
high-end experience. But our touches do not stop there – 
through our network of contacts we are able to provide those 
behind-the-scenes moments – the private meal with the 
chef, the presentation by a local expert, the insightful tour 
with special access to otherwise closed sites….all is possible, 
within reason!

TAILOR MADE TRIPS: Our itineraries and tours are 
normally just starting points for our discerning clients. We 
excel in adapting our trips in line with the clients’ needs 
through very close consultation, where time, budget, 
interests, travel pace and style are all taken into account, 
resulting in the best possible fit for those needs. 

COMPETITIVE $: We are a small company that is able to 
accommodate for all types of budgets. Because of this our 
tours are competitively priced and we are always open to 
doing what’s necessary to bring a tour budget in-line with 
the client’s. 

COLOMBO - BRITISH: Our company’s founders are both 
British and this identity filters through much of what The 
Colombian Project does, allowing for a clear projection and 
understanding of our English-speaking clients’ needs, 
combined with the professionalism attained through many 
years in the corporate world in the UK. 

OPERATIONAL QUALITY: We have a certain ‘way of doing 
things’ and through our years of experience we’ve been able 
to pin this down into a clear operational ‘identity’. We are 
always looking to improve our tour delivery through careful 
post-tour reviews and on-boarding of all client feedback, 
making adjustments where necessary. This way we’ve been 
able to deliver successful tours for the most demanding of 
clients, again and again. 

GUIDES: Our guides form a fundamental part of our team 
and are the key to a great experience, hence we spend much 
of our time interviewing, training and developing our guiding 
team to ensure not only that our standards of quality are 
being met but also that they are on the road to greater 
personal achievement through close mentoring and support.  

  WORKING WITH US – OUR PRINCIPLES: We are 
characterised by our partners, stakeholders, supply chain and 
clients by some simple but key rules that we work by; 
dedication to our work, passion for what we do and fairness 
and honesty in our treatment of all. We make certain that 
these principles guide our aims and strategy as a business. 

SMALL & PERSONALISED: With our small team, you will 
always be in communication with one of the core, someone 
who knows how to solve your problems from beginning to 
resolution. 
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PARTNERS AND PUBLICATIONS

The Colombian Project has the fortune to be working with 
some of the world’s most renowned and well-respected tour 
operators with the pleasure of also appearing in various 
publications, some of which are listed below. 

SOME OF OUR PARTNERS

PUBLICATIONS

Black-tailed Trainbearer Photo by Karin Beumer-Browner



OUR TEAM

The team at The Colombian Project is our key to success. We’re very proud and happy to include within 
our team tourism professionals with a very high level of bilingualism who are able and willing to come up 
with the best Colombia experiences around. Find out who they are and what they do below. 

7

Lead Photographer
JUAN DIEGO CASTILLO

Sales Coordinator
YULIANA MARTINEZ

Financial Administrator
NORMA GIRALDO

Tour Leader
OSWALDO CORTES

Tour Leader
DIEGO CALDERON

Co-founder 
JUAN ORTIZ

Operations Manager & 
Cycling Tour Leader

CAMILO ORTEGA
Co-founder 
BRIAN MURPHY

Llanos Lanscape, Casanare
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MAJOR CITIES AND TOWNS OF COLOMBIA
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BIRDING SITES

1.      Bogota
2.      Medellin
3.      Cali
4.      Barranquilla
5.      Cartagena
6.      Ibague
7.      Bucaramanga
8.      Pereira
9.      Villavicencio
10.   Pasto
11.   Armenia

12.   Manizales
13.   Popayan
14.   Santa Marta
15.   Valledupar
16.   Yopal
17.   San Jose del Guaviare
18.   Buga
19.   Mocoa
20.   Honda
21.   San Agustin
22.   Nuqui

23.   Bahia Solano
24.   Leticia
25.   Mitu
26.   Inirida
27.   Riohacha
28.   Capurgana

28
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Colombia’s stunning mega-diversity, summed up 
simply as being second only to Brazil, a country which 
is 7 times the size, can only be depicted if you 
understand its geography. 

Starting with the mountains, an Andean knot enters 
the country from Ecuador and after 100km or so splits 
into 3 Andean chains – Western, Central and Eastern. 
The Central Andes, volcanic in its creation and 
punctuated by glacier-capped volcanoes along its 
length, is older than the Western, which was created by 
the Nazca plate subduction below the South American 
plate, noted for its large plateau or ‘altiplano’ on which 
the capital Bogota sits, reaching heights of over 
5,350masl (17,500ft). 

This colossal Andean landscape or region is itself 
divided by two major rivers, the Cauca and Magdalena 
that nestle in two massive, fertile, tropical inter-Andean 
valleys. ‘Las Cordilleras’ essentially split the even vaster 
Amazon basin with the lowland tropical forest of the 
Pacific or ‘Choco’ biogeographical region that stretches 
from the jungles of the Darien down to northern 
Ecuador. Here it is important to highlight that 
Colombia has not one but two major rainforests, with 
the jungles of the Pacific plain (‘Choco region’) being 
more diverse per KM/sq than its Amazonian 
counterpart. 

Bordering the northern edge of the Amazonian plain 
the Guaviare River roughly separates the basin to 
Colombia’s other large, flat expanse. Here the tropical 

savannas of the ‘Llanos’ (plains) are the result of acidic 
soil and a climate that leaves it with a harsh, long dry 
season between November to April. During the wet 
season large areas of the Llanos are flooded providing 
the backdrop to the original Colombian cowboys – 
‘Los Llaneros’. This immense, flat grassland drains to 
the Orinoco River and stretches deep into Venezuela. 

To the north, along the Caribbean, 1,000 miles or 
1,600km of coastline stretch from the Darien to the 
northernmost tip of South America – La Guajira 
peninsula and desert on the border of Venezuela. 

Most special of all, is the topographical accident that 
is the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, Colombia’s 
highest mountains that tower at over 5,700masl or 
18,700ft. These snow covered peaks lie just 50km 
from the stunning beaches and jungles of Tayrona 
national park, as the crow flies. This island of 
evolution leads us on to our conclusion. 

Colombia´s collection of snow-covered mountains 
and their various climatic floors, lush valleys, endless 
plains, impenetrable forests, arid deserts and endless 
coastlines, created of evolution and formed over 
millions of years, has allowed Colombia to harbour an 
equally massive range of avian fauna, much of which 
has evolved to be perfectly adapted to its 
surroundings. Colombia is the land of birds - but not 
by chance and this section, which is dedicated to its 
ecoregions – Andean, Pacific, Amazon, Llanos and 
Caribbean, will explain why.  

EXPLAINING COLOMBIA´S DIVERSITY - ECOREGIONS 

BIRDING IN COLOMBIA
Birding in Colombia involves visits to a wide range of 
private reserves, national and regional parks, farms and 
private properties. Road connections are very good to 
excellent between major cities thanks to the construc-
tion of new 4G highways, with most secondary and 
tertiary (unpaved) roads in good condition. Major 
cities are never too far away from the main birding sites 
meaning that connections by both road and air are easy 
to coordinate. Infrastructure is generally excellent in 
the cities with it understandably lowering in * level the 
more remote you go. That said, the lodgings we offer 
are clean and comfortable complete with private 
bathrooms – thankfully these are abundant and getting 
better all the time as Colombia’s tourism sector 
strengthens. 

Black-chested Mountain-Tanager 9
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ANDES ECOREGION

TOURS WITH ANDES: pages 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30
BEST TIMES TO BIRD: All year, excluding the wet seasons of April, May, June & October to mid-November

The Andes of Colombia are the hub of the country, with 
more than 70% of the population habiting its various 
cities that are located in the valleys and plateaus of the 3 
main ‘Cordilleras’ or ranges which are the Eastern, 
Central and Western, themselves divided by two 
immense inter-Andean valleys of the rivers Magdalena 
and Cauca. All in all the Andes of Colombia, which 
reach well over 5,300m (17,388ft) in both the Eastern 
and Central and over 4,000m (13,123ft) in the Western, 
are a myriad of altitudes, vegetation types and climates, 
culminating in a grand diversity of birds, all specialists in 
their respective domain. No less than 50 Colombian 
endemics are found in the Colombian Andes. 
Important areas of endemism include the Magdalena and 
Cauca valleys, isolated throughout millennia as the 
Andes grew; the highest reaches of the cordilleras (along 
all 3 ranges), the drier Chicamocha region in the 
department of Santander and of course the montane belt 
found on the western slope of the Western Andes where 
the Andean forests meet the Choco biogeographical 
region. Species found here are generally also found in 
Ecuador with the highest parts begin home to a number 
of Colombia endemics.  

BIRDING SITES

1. La Florida
2. PNN Chingaza
3. Cerulean Warbler Reserve
4. Tabacal Lake
5. Jardin Encantado
6. Monterredondo
7. Rio Claro 
8. El Paujil
9. Victoria
10. Bellavista
11. Rio Blanco
12. Los Nevados
13. Hotel Tinamu
14. SFF Otun-Quimbaya
15. Las Tangaras
16. Montezuma Lodge (PNN Tatama)
17. Jardin
18. Chestnut-capped Piha Reserve

19. La Romera Park
20. Sonso Lake
21. KM18
22. El Queremal – Alto Anchicaya
23. La Cocha
24. Mocoa – Pitalito Road
25. Paramo Bordoncillo
26. Trampolin of Diversity
27. San Agustin
28. PNN Purace
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TOP ROW (from left to right):  Blue-backed Conebill, Ruby-topaz Hummingbird, Brown-banded Antpitta (E), Glowing Puffleg, Tawny Antpitta

BOTTOM ROW (from left to right): Andean Lapwing, Golden-crowned Tanager, Paleçnaped Brush-Finch, Black-and-Gold Tanager (E), 
Short-tailed Emerald (NE)

PNN Los Nevados. 
Foreground: Nevado del Ruiz
Background: Nevado de Santa Isabel & Nevado del Tolima
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CARIBBEAN ECOREGION

TOURS WITH CARIBBEAN: pages 23, 26

BEST TIMES TO BIRD: All year is good, but 
rainfall is highest during late September and 
October

BIRDING SITES

1. SFF Los Flamencos 
2. PNN Tayrona
3. Minca
4. El Dorado Reserve & San Lorenzo Ridge
5. Vial Park Isla de Salamanca (PNN)
6. Cartagena Botanical Gardens
 

Throughout the length of 
the Caribbean coast of 

Colombia there are an array of 
ecosystems, all of which are home 

to a startling number of 
range-restricted endemics and 

near-endemics that can be fairly easily 
seen during a typical 10-day tour. Starting 

at the northern-most tip of Colombia lies 
La Guajira desert and peninsula, a dry scrub 

environment that gradually changes to dry 
forest, the further south you go.

Heading south you reach possibly the jewel in 
Colombia’s birding crown. A massif so immense that 

it creates its own weather pattern with nearby PNN 
Tayrona benefitting from the moist airs that descend over 

its jungles. The Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, recently voted 
by the IUCN as the world’s most important concentration of 

biodiversity and which has the highest concentration of endemic 
flora and fauna on the continent sits here, its highest peaks – which 

are also Colombia’s highest elevations (Pico Cristobal Colon and Pico 
Simon Bolivar at around 5,770masl or 18,930ft) – lie just 50km as the crow 

flies from the hot, humid coastline below. This is the highest coastal range on earth 
and is home to an astounding 23 endemics. 

To the south, a thin range called ‘Perija’ splits from the Eastern Andes and creates the border with 
Venezuela, hence many of the species found here are shared and classified as near-endemic (see Andes map). 

To the south-west lie the mangrove and dry tropical forests of Isla Salamanca, a national park with some 
interesting seabirds and some rarities hidden in the bush. 

12



TOP ROW (from left to right):  Blue-naped Chlorophonia, Santa Marta Parakeet (E), Streak-capped Spinetail (NE), Santa Marta Screech-Owl (E), 
White-fringed Antwren 

BOTTOM ROW (from left to right): Black-fronted Wood-Quail (NE), American Flamingo, White-tailed Starfrontlet (E), Yellow-crowned Redstart (E), 
Golden-headed Manakin

Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta
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AMAZON ECOREGION
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BIRDING SITES:

1. Mitu
2. Inirida
3. San Jose del Guaviare 
4. Mocagua & Mocagua Island
5. Leticia
6. Puerto Nariño
7. PNN Amacayacu

When thinking of the Amazon, 
Colombia possibly isn’t first on 
everyone’s list for potential visits like 
Brazil, Peru or Ecuador, but that can be a 
good thing. Colombia’s portion of the great 
basin - largely unexplored until the mid-20th 
century - was protected by the simple fact of its 
unnavigable rivers that crisscrossed its heart. Largely 
saved from the rubber boom by this unique 
characteristic, the Amazon ecoregion of Colombia, which 
takes up a 3rd of the country is in largely excellent condition and as a 
consequence is excellent for birding. Ecosystems here are myriad of terra 
firme, flooded varzea and abundant white-sand forest, an indicator of the 
Guiana Shield’s presence via the Araracuara formation, which dates back to 1.8 
billion years ago at its most ancient points. 

This mixture of ecosystems, and relative easy access from major cities such as Bogota, means that birding in 
Colombia’s Amazon can be a very richly rewarded experience. Parrots, countless antbirds, cotingas, raptors, manakins, 
tanagers all make up what can be a quite fantastic bird list from just one or two sites, such as Mitu – renowned for 
its variety of habitats, Inirida – known for its sandstone domes and species that only exist in this borderline 
Orinoco/Amazon juncture and San Jose del Guaviare which offers excellent terra firme birding and has the 
advantage of the Serrania de La Lindosa, an Araracuara/Guiana Shield range which is home to all the birds that are 
associated with the shield. 5 days to a week is normally sufficient. Leticia; Mocagua and Puerto Nariño cannot be 
forgotten, on the banks of the Amazon itself and the most ‘pure’ Amazon experience – riparian species and hungry 
raptors abound near the famed PNN Amacayacu, which depicts the Colombia Amazon at its best. 

TOURS WITH AMAZON: pages 21, 22, 25, 29

BEST TIMES TO BIRD: 
Around Leticia/Mocagua/Puerto Nariño – July to 
October (dry season). Other sites – January to May

14



TOP ROW (from left to right):  Cream-coloured Woodpecker, Amazonian Umbrellabird, Scarlet-crowned Barbet, Guianan Cock-of-the-rock, 
Collared Puffbird 
 
BOTTOM ROW (from left to right): Horned Screamer, Green-backed Trogon, King Vulture, Lafresnaye´s Piculet, Hoatzin

La Macarena (Meta)

15

THE
COLOMBIAN 
PROJECT



PACIFIC ECOREGION 

The Pacific coast of Colombia – a 1,000 mile playground for pregnant 
humpbacks and their eventual offspring and a land of impassable wet forest 
that is a haven for life in general. The forested lowland plains of this relatively 
narrow strip of land, trapped between the ocean and mountains of the 
Western Andes, runs from the equally impressive and humid jungles of the 
Darien, down to the northwest coast of Ecuador. This forest is hugely diverse. 
Amphibians thrive here as do every other type of animal and insect, especially 
birds. It is one of the wettest places on earth and rains on average between 
250 to 300 days of the year. This is true ‘wet’ or ‘rainforest’ according to 
Holdridge as there is a thin belt of land, where the Western Andes begin to 
rise that records over 8,000mm (8m) of rain a year – astonishing. The Pacific 
is home to 2 Colombia endemics as most species are shared with Ecuador. 

The vast majority of the Pacific Choco is in very good to pristine state of 
conservation and settlements are small. As a result of a scare population, 
infrastructure is generally poor and most birding takes place along the coast 
in beachside lodges, shrouded in jungle and with a sea view. Species here 
abound in the canopy, a mixture of honeycreepers, parrots and toucans, docile 
puffbirds and many, many more. Most are range restricted and if clients 
haven’t birded in Ecuador, much of what is seen on tour will be new. 3-4 
days in the Pacific will cover most of what should be seen here. 

BIRDING SITES

1. Nuqui
2. Bahia Solano / El Valle (PNN Utria)
3. Capurgana

TOURS WITH PACIFIC: Upon request, easily 
connected with flights from Medellin

BEST TIMES TO BIRD: January – March + July & August

1

2

3
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TOP ROW (from left to right):  Lanceolated Monklet, Red-legged Honeycreeper, Tooth-billed Hummingbird, Barred Puffbird, Long-tailed Tyrant
 
BOTTOM ROW (from left to right): Pacific Antwren, Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant, Blue-tailed Trogon (NE), Tufted Flycatcher, White-tipped Sicklebill 

Nuquí (Chocó)
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LLANOS ECOREGION
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BIRDING SITES

1. Hato La Aurora 
2. Bosque Bavaria

TOURS WITH LLANOS: pages 25, 27

BEST TIMES TO BIRD:  November to March

The largest tropical savanna north of the Amazon basin is called the 
Llanos (‘plains’) and is as large as Germany, divided between the countries of Venezuela and Colombia, it 
extends as far as the eye can see. This vast, flat land drains to the Orinoco River and floods seasonally 
withLlanero cowboys wading saddle-high on horseback during the rainy season. The further north you head 
(and further from the Amazon), to the departments of Casanare and Arauca, the more marked the dry season 
is, which lasts from November to March. There are two Llanos endemics that can be found here but overall 
the birding and general wildlife watching here is excellent. Open grassy landscapes, unforgettable sunrises, 
incredible returns to roost for thousands of Scarlet Ibis capture the essence of any typical day in the Llanos. 
All major and large rivers have belts of gallery forest bordering them and are great for hummingbirds, 
flycatchers and sizeable icterids. Wetlands in the grassy plains are prominent and animals from Capybara, 
Anaconda, Giant Anteater and even wild pigs can be found during the day, along with a plethora of riparian 
species that include varieties of stork, heron and ibis. In the grasses thick-knees and nighthawks lie observing 
the comings and goings of the numerous ranchers going about their daily business, barefoot, of course. 

Flights arrive in to Yopal and a 5hr 4x4 ride will get you to the ‘Hato’ or ranch where all activities take place. 
There is also good birding along the Eastern Andes foothills that lead into the Llanos, where a humid tropical 
forest extends along the base of this range from the Amazon. 

18



TOP ROW (from left to right):  Burrowing Owl,  Crested Bobwhite, Nacunda Nighthawk, Maguari Stork,  Masked Cardinal 
 
BOTTOM ROW (from left to right): Double-striped Thick-knee, Buff-necked Ibis, Sunbittern, Pale-headed Jacamar, Red-bellied Macaw

Flooded savanna, Llanos Orientales (Eastern Plains)
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ITINERARIES - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

We’ve included 10 of our most popular itineraries in 
this brochure. Tours cover large swathes of the 
country and showcase relatively new birding areas, 
such as Inirida and the Southern Andes/Colombian 
Massif, both of which are quickly becoming havens 
for birders, full of stunning jewels that are essential 
ticks on any life list. 

A SMALL SELECTION: These itineraries are a small 
selection of the various birding tours that we offer 
and it’s worth mentioning that we operate Colombia 
as a whole – there is no known region or site that 
we do not visit and we are always searching for more 
sites so that we are at the forefront of the very best 
birding experiences in Colombia. 

TAILOR-MADE: All tours are suitable for groups or 
FIT travelers and can be changed, adapted or 
modified in line with a client’s specific requirements, 
such as budget, time, travel style, specific target list 
etc. There’s nothing we like better than create and 
mould a tour to the client’s exact needs and wants.  

SMALL GROUPS: We don’t do large groups for our 
birding tours. In fact, we don’t do large groups for 
any of our tours as it’s not what we’re about. We keep 
group sizes small to ensure a more personalized 
experience, with more contact time with the tour 
leader and of course, much better opportunities for 
field sightings of the various species. 

• INTRO – A brief description of the tour as a whole 
with some juicy tit-bits of information that you should 
know. 
• OVERVIEW – A day by day one-line rundown of what 
the tour has in store.
• KEY SITES – The main birding sites that will be visited 
on the tour so clients can check listings and start to 
prepare their birding brains.
• TARGETS – Some of the main stars of the show that 
will be focused on during the tour.
• OTHER ITINERARY IDEAS – For those non-birders and 
couples with shared interests, we’ve put forward a small 
list of ideas that can be easily included during any given 
tour. 
• TIME TO TRAVEL – Best time of year to do this 
particular tour, taking into account weather and any 
other relevant time-related characteristics that may 
impact on getting the best views.  
• NO PRICES? Upon request. Note that a typical birding 
itinerary can cost anywhere between $200 to $350 
USD/day per person, including all services. 

A QUICK GUIDE TO OUR ITINERARIES: 

Red-crested Cotinga

Crimson-mantled Woodpecker
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INIRIDA (7 DAYS)

Be one of the first to explore this stunningly diverse 
corner of the Colombian Amazon. Rack up those 
Amazonian white sand, flooded Varzea and Guiana 
shield forest specialities and experience the sheer 
number of birds that call this fluvial star home. Along 
with unique Orinoco ecosystems, local indigenous 
cultures and ancient Amazonian history complete the 
experience at Puerto Inirida. 

KEY SITES

- Sabanitas trail
- Culebra trail
- Matraca trail
- Caño Cunuven
- Caño Vitina
- Los Pepes Trail
- Mavercure Mountains
- Guaviare River 

TARGET SPECIES

1. Capuchinbird
2. Spot-backed Antbird
3. Orinoco Softtail
4. Black Manakin
5. Bronzy Jacamar
6. Long-billed Woodcreeper
7. Lafresnaye´s Piculet
8. Gilded Barbet
9. Spangled Cotinga
10. Pompadour Cotinga

BEST TIME OF YEAR: Mid November - Late March

Day 1: Arrive in Bogotá
Day 2: Fly to Inírida – Birding at Inirida river
Day 3: Sabanitas and Caño Culebra trails
Day 4:  Matraca trail and Caño Cunuven
Day 5: Caño Vitina and Los Pepes trail
Day 6:  Mavecure mountains
Day 7: Guaviare river and back Bogotá

OVERVIEW

- Visit the Cerros de Mavecure - gigantic Guiana 
shield sandstone domes
- Local indigenous community visits and stays - 
interact with the ancient cultures and peoples of 
the Colombian Amazon

ITINERARY IDEAS

Orinoco Softtail

Amazonian Antshrike

Turquoise tanager
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Deep Blue Flowerpiercer

SOUTHERN ANDES, COLOMBIAN MASSIF & 
AMAZON FOOTHILLS (12 DAYS)

Bird in the still-intact high-altitude forests and páramos of the 
southern Andes of Colombia, a region that is literally bursting 
with birdlife that has most likely never seen a birder’s bins before. 
Some of the rarest birds in Latin America call this place home. 
Descend through the legendary super-humid Amazon foothills 
transition zone, full of rarities that are unique to these altitudes. 
Finish the tour by visiting the mystical and sacred Colombian 
massif, birthplace of Colombia’s greatest rivers, such as the 
Magdalena, Cauca, Caqueta and Patia. These areas are now open to 
birders and have so many small-range and uncommon specialities 
in the canopy and undergrowth that it boggles the mind. Bird 
from tropical through to treeline climatic zones and walk away 
with a list like no other.

KEY SITES

• La Cocha Lake
• Sibundoy Valley & Paramo
• San Francisco – Mocoa Road (El 
Trampolin de La Diversidad)
• Mocoa - Campucana Trail
• Mocoa – Pitalito Road KM 31  
• Mocoa – Pitalito Road KM 51
• San Agustin Archaeological Park
• PNN Purace

TARGET SPECIES

1. Golden-eared Tanager
2. Masked Mountain-Tanager
3. Chestnut-bellied Cotinga
4. Golden-fronted Whitestart
5. White-rimmed Brush-finch
6. Carunculated Caracara
7. Orange-eared Tanager
8. Amazonian Umbrellabird
9. White-backed Fire-eye
10. Black-streaked Puffbird
11. Deep-blue Flowerpiercer

BEST TIME OF YEAR: Mid November - Late March

Day 1: Arrive in Bogotá
Day 2: Fly to Pasto
Day 3: La Cocha Lake
Day 4: Sibundoy Valley and Paramo complex of ‘Quilinsayaco’
Day 5: The ‘Trampolin of Diversity’ 
Day 6 – 7: Mocoa – Campucana trails 
Day 8 – 9: Pitalito Road (KM 31 & 51). Transfer to San 
Agustín.
Day 10: San Agustin Archaeological Park
Day 11: Puracé National Park (PNN). Transfer to Popayán
Day 12: Fly to Bogota. 

OVERVIEW

• An archaeological adventure in San Agustin’s archaeological parks
• Agroecological farm visits among the indigenous communities of 
the La Cocha Lake
• Visit Purace volcano and the ‘Coconuco’ craters in PNN Purace
• Tour the historical Spanish colonial centre of Popayan

ITINERARY IDEAS

Orinoco SofttailBlack-streaked Puffbird22



NORTHERN COLOMBIA BIRDING TRAIL (12 DAYS)
Bird the Northern Colombia Birding Trail and have the chance to 
view some of the newest species known to science. First, you’ll be 
birding in great mangrove and dry forest in Via Parque Salamanca, 
looking for excellent riparian birdlife and then move into the 
world’s most irreplaceable concentration of biodiversity in the 
legendary Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, the world’s great 
endemism centre and highest coastal mountain. You’ll then head 
north to the incredible dry forests of the Guajira peninsula and 
then finish off this trip by delving into the most isolated range of 
the Eastern Andes - Perija, out of bounds for many years until 
now. This tour offers an unrivalled amount of Colombian 
endemics and near endemics.

KEY SITES

• Perija Range (Chamicero del Perija ProAves Reserve)
• Flora and Fauna Sanctuary Los Flamencos
• PNN Tayrona
• Minca
• Minca – El Dorado Road
• El Dorado Reserve
• San Lorenzo Ridge - Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta

TARGET SPECIES

1. Perija Thistletail (E)
2. Perija Brush-finch 
3. Buffy Hummingbird
4. Vermilion Cardinal
5. White-whiskered Spinetail
6. Santa Marta Woodstar (E)
7. Santa Marta Parakeet (E)
8. Santa Marta Tapaculo (E)
9. Santa Marta Mountain-tanager (E)
10. Santa Marta Brush-finch (E)
11. White-tailed Starfronlet (E)
12. Santa Marta Foliage-gleaner (E)

Day 1: Arrive in Barranquilla. Night at Barranquilla
Day 2: Birding Km 4, VP Salamanca and Vale. Night in Santa Marta
Day 3: Birding around Minca and transfer to El Dorado lodge
Day 4: All day birding at San Lorenzo Ridge
Day 5: Birding lower altitudes of Santa Marta Mountains. Night in 
Santa Marta
Day 6: Bird Tinajas and Gaviotas Trails. Night in Riohacha
Day 7: Bird Camarones and Flamencos. Night at Valledupar
Day 8: Lower part of Perijá Mountains. Night at Chamicero del 
Perijá Reserve
Day 9: Birding all day at Perijá
Day 10: All day birding the Perijá range, Transfer to Valledupar
Day 11: Los Besotes Reserve, Transfer to Barranquilla
Day 12: Departures from Barranquilla´s international airport

OVERVIEW

• Enjoy the legendary beaches of PNN Tayrona in the eco-luxuri-
ous ecohabs with unspoilt views of the Caribbean sea
• Day trek to visit the ancient ruins of Pueblito in PNN Tayrona 
or for the more adventurous, hike all the way to The Lost City, 
high up in the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta
• Visit the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Cartagena de Indias 
and experience its historical 16th century Caribbean splendour

ITINERARY IDEAS

Orinoco SofttailBlack-streaked Puffbird

BEST TIME OF YEAR: Early November to 
Late March

Santa Marta Screech-Owl (E)

Santa Marta Brush-Finch (E)
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Indigo-capped Hummingbird (E) 

Blue-billed Curassow (E)

MAGDALENA VALLEY & EASTERN ANDES FOOTHILLS (13 DAYS)
Through geographical accidents and tropical latitudes, the 
Magdalena River Valley was once (and in areas still is) one of 
Colombia’s (if not the world’s) great biodiversity hotspots. The 
super-humid forests that cloak the western foothills and 
uber-diverse lowland tropical forest is just full of species that have 
evolved here and only here. During this tour you’ll explore the hot 
flatlands of the Magdalena and venture up into foothills and 
mountains of the Eastern Andes that overlook the Magdalena 
drainage. Birding is excellent, with days full of endemics and rarities 
during this superb tour.

KEY SITES

• La Florida Park
• Hummingbird Reserve (Fusagasuga)
• Mana Dulce Reserve
• Picaleñas Rice Fields
• Bellavista Reserve (Victoria, Caldas)
• Rio Claro Nature Reserve
• El Paujil Reserve (ProAves)
• Lengerke Trails
• Cerulean Warbler Reserve (ProAves)

TARGET SPECIES

1. Indigo-capped Hummingbird (E)
2. Velvet-fronted Euphonia (E)
3. Sooty Ant-Tanager (E)
4. White-mantled Barbet (E)
5. Beautiful Woodpecker (E)
6. Antioquia Bristle-Tyrant (E)
7. Magdalena Antbird (E)
8. Blue-billed Curassow (E)
9. Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird (E)
10. Niceforo’s Wren (E)

Day 1: Arrive in Bogotá. Night at Bogota airport hotel
Day 2: La Florida AM. Transfer to Indigo-capped 
Hummingbird Reserve (Fusagasugá). Night in Girardot
Day 3: Mana Dulce Reserve. Night in Ibagué
Day 4: Picaleñas rice fields. Laguna del Hato. Night in Honda
Day 5: Bellavista Reserve, Victoria. Transfer to Doradal
Day 6: Rio Claro Reserve & El Condor Cave
Day 7: Rio Claro Reserve. Transfer to El Paujil reserve
Day 8: Birding at El Paujil reserve
Day 9: Birding at El Paujil reserve. Transfer to Cerulean 
Warbler Reserve
Day 10: Birding at Lengerke trail
Day 11: Birding at Cerulean Warbler Reserve
Day 12: Morning at Cerulean Warbler Reserve. Transfer to 
Bucaramanga airport. Fly to Bogotá
Day 13: Fly Home

OVERVIEW

• Visit one of the deepest and most visually impressive canyons in 
the world - the Canyon del Chicamocha is a joy to behold, near 
Bucaramanga
• Visit the sleepy colonial town of Barichara, voted as Colombia’s 
most beautiful town this national heritage site is a place that one 
could easily relax and enjoy for a number of days, and forget that 
there’s a place called home!

ITINERARY IDEAS

BEST TIME OF YEAR: Early November 
to Late March
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EASTERN ANDES, LLANOS FOOTHILLS & 
AMAZON TRANSITION ZONE (10 DAYS)

Discover the incredible Eastern Andes, Llanos (tropical savannas) 
foothills and be bewildered by the myriad of species that occur in 
the transition between the Orinoco plains and the vast Amazon 
region of Colombia, where these two ecosystems collide. 
Jungle-laden tepuy (table-top) mountains, black water lakes and 
bristling diversity lie in store for you in Guaviare. This tour is for 
birders who are looking for an amazing tour full of Amazonian 
and tropical lowland birds, mixed with the uniqueness of the 
tropical Andes foothills.

KEY SITES

• PNN Chingaza
• La Calera - Hummingbird Observatory
• ‘Jardin Encantado’ (Enchanted Garden)
• Tabacal Lagoon
• PNN Sumapaz
• Llanos foothills - Monteredondo
• Llanos foothills - Bosque Bavaria
• Guaviare – Buenavista Trail
• Guaviare – Diamante de Las Aguas Reserve
• Guaviare – Playa Guio Reserve

TARGET SPECIES

1. Brown-breasted Parakeet (E)
2. Apolinar´s Wren (E)
3. Blue-throated Starfrontlet (NE)
4. Bogota Rail (E)
5. Cundinamarca Antpitta (E)
6. Paradise Tanager
7. Amazonian Umbrellabird
8. Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock
9. White-eared Jacamar
10. Brown Jacamar

Day 1: Arrive in Bogotá
Day 2: PNN Chingaza and Hummingbird Observatory
Day 3: Tabacal lagoon AM, PM Enchanted Garden
Day 4: PNN Sumapaz
Day 5: Monteredondo. Transfer to Villavicencio
Day 6: Bosque Bavaria. Transfer to San Jose del Guaviare
Day 7: Buenavista trail
Day 8: Diamante de las Aguas Reserve
Day 9: El Capricho
Day 10: Fly or drive back to Bogota

OVERVIEW

• Visit the ancient rock art sites of the Serrania de La Lindosa, 
that dates back nearly 11,000 years and part of the same 
complex found at the ‘Lost World’ of PNN Serrania del 
Chiribiquete 

• Visit the indigenous reserve of Panure and spend some time 
with and learn about the Eastern Tukano group and their 
culture, sampling typical food, learning handicraft styles and 
listening to their ancestral music and tales

ITINERARY IDEAS

BEST TIME OF YEAR: Early November - 
Late March

Sword-billed Hummingbird

White-eared Jacamar 25
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COLOMBIAN ISOLATED ENDEMICS – WESTERN ANDES, 
CHOCO/PACIFIC SLOPE & SIERRA NEVADA DE SANTA MARTA (13 DAYS)

This tour will take you to the heart of Colombia’s two 
highest-rated birding zones - the Choco-Andes transition, where 
everything you see is endemic (see Bangsia’s) or near-endemic 
(many only shared with Ecuador), birding along one of the great 
roads in the Neotropics - the fabled old road to Buenaventura in 
the Anchicaya Valley that was immortalized in Steven Hilty’s ‘A 
Guide To The Birds of Colombia’. Finish off in the mystical and 
biologically unique Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta – an 
evolutionary island of biodiversity where you have the chance to 
view over 20 endemics that occur in the San Lorenzo Ridge area.

KEY SITES

• Montezuma Lodge & Road (PNN Tatama)
• El Queremal – Alto Anchicaya
• Anchicaya Valley Lowlands
• KM 18 & San Antonio cloud forest
• Minca – El Dorado Road
• El Dorado Reserve
• San Lorenzo Ridge - Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta

TARGET SPECIES

1. Gold-ringed Tanager (E)
2  Black and Gold Tanager (E)
3. Multicolored Tanager (E)
4. Toucan Barbet
5. Black Solitaire
6. Golden-collared Honeycreeper
7.  Santa Marta Tapaculo (E)
8. Santa Marta Brush-finch (E)
9. Santa Marta Mountain Tanager (E)
10. Santa Marta Wood-Wren (E)

Day 1: Arrive in Bogotá
Day 2: Fly to Pereira, Transfer to Pueblo Rico and Monte-
zuma Lodge, PNN Tatama
Day 3: Montezuma
Day 4: Montezuma
Day 5: Montezuma transfer to Cali
Day 6: El Queremal - Alto Anchicayá
Day 7: Anchicayá lowlands
Day 8: KM 18. Evening flight to Santa Marta
Day 9: Minca
Day 10: Santa Marta Highlands
Day 11: El Dorado and San Lorenzo ridge
Day 12: El Dorado transfer to Barranquilla or fly to Bogotá
Day 13: Fly home

BEST TIME OF YEAR: Early November - Late March,
June and July

OVERVIEW

• Coffee process tour in the UNESCO Colombian Coffee 
Cultural Landscape
• Spa hotel with private beach stay near Santa Marta
• Trek to Pueblito archaeological ruins in PNN Tayrona
• Great restaurants, market visits and Salsa music in Cali

ITINERARY IDEAS

Emerald Tanager

Munchique Wood-Wren (E)
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ANDEAN RANGES OF COLOMBIA & MAGDALENA VALLEY + 
LLANOS (EASTERN PLAINS) (21 DAYS)

This tour captures the very best of the Andes of Colombia, 
visiting the sites that will swiftly take your list into the 
hundreds, full of small-range endemics, high-Andean specialities 
and rarities, whilst finishing in one of Latin America’s most 
unique yet unvisited birding destinations - the Eastern Plains of 
Colombia (Llanos Orientales). Shared only by Colombia and 
Venezuela, the Llanos provides a painter’s landscape and open 
riparian habitats for excellent birding not to mention great 
photo opportunities.

KEY SITES

• Hato La Aurora (Llanos)
• PNN Chingaza
• Chicaque Natural Park
• ‘Jardin Encantado’
• Tabacal Lagoon
• Rio Claro Nature Reserve
• La Romera
• Bolombolo Road
• Jardin – Alto Ventanas
• Rio Blanco Nature Reserve
• PNN Los Nevados
• Termales El Ruiz
• Montezuma Lodge & road (PNN Tatama)
• Sonso Lagoon
• KM 18 & San Antonio cloud forest

TARGET SPECIES

1. Pale-headed Jacamar
2. Sunbittern
3. Bogota Rail (E)
4. Black Inca (E)
5. Red-bellied Grackle (E)
6. Brown-banded Antpitta (E)
7. Buffy Helmetcrest (E)
8. Magdalena Antbird (E)
9. Antioquia Bristle-tyrant (E)
10. Gold-ringed Tanager (E)
11. Multicolored Tanager (E)Day 1: Arrival to Bogotá

Day 2: Flight to Yopal. Drive to Hato La Aurora
Day 3: Hato la Aurora
Day 4: Hato la Aurora
Day 5: Hato La Aurora AM. Transfer to Yopal. Fly to Bogotá
Day 6: PNN Chingaza
Day 7: Chicaque Nature Reserve
Day 8: Jardín encantado-Tabacal
Day 9: Rio Claro
Day 10: Rio Claro Transfer to Medellín
Day 11: La Romera – Bolombolo (Antioquia wren, Grayish 
Piculet, Apical Flycatcher) transfer to Jardín
Day 12: Alto ventanas
Day 13: Alto ventanas medio día + Andean Cock of the 
Rock lek. Transfer to Manizales
Day 14: Rio Blanco Reserve. Transfer to Termales El Ruiz
Day 15: PNN Los Nevados transfer to Montezuma
Day 16: Montezuma
Day 17: Montezuma
Day 18: Montezuma medio dia Transfer to Buga
Day 19: Buga (El Sonso Lagoon) Transfer to Cali
Day 20: KM 18. Fly to Bogotá
Day 21: Leave Bogota

BEST TIME OF YEAR: Early November - Late 
March

OVERVIEW

• Historical and cultural tour of Bogota, 
visiting some of the best museums in the 
world.
• Paloquemao market visit and cooking class 
at Escuela Taller in Bogota –
• Dine with a Bogotano chef!
• Day walks and multi-day treks in PNN 
Los Nevados

ITINERARY IDEAS

Magdalena Antbird (E) 27
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KEY SITES

• Hato La Aurora (Llanos)
• PNN Chingaza
• Chicaque Natural Park
• ‘Jardin Encantado’
• Tabacal Lagoon
• Rio Claro Nature Reserve
• La Romera
• Bolombolo Road
• Jardin – Alto Ventanas
• Rio Blanco Nature Reserve
• PNN Los Nevados
• Termales El Ruiz
• Montezuma Lodge & road (PNN Tatama)
• Sonso Lagoon
• KM 18 & San Antonio cloud forest

Rainbow-crested Thornbill

Beautiful Woodpecker (E)

3 ANDEAN RANGES & MAGDALENA VALLEY 
ENDEMICS BONANZA (11 DAYS)

If your wish is to view the endless range of avifauna found in the 
tropical Andes of Colombia then this tour doesn’t disappoint. You’ll 
bird in some truly superb sites across the Eastern, Central and Western 
Andes, aiming to view all of the restricted-range endemics found in 
the mountainous high dips and folds, cloaked in pristine paramo and 
wonderful high-Andean forest. As you descend elfin forest will give 
way to the humid, jungle-laden Magdalena Valley foothills as you 
search for even more Colombian or Magdalena endemics in this 
inter-Andean bioregion. A quick but very fulfilling tour that will 
make massive inroads to your tropical Andes bird list.

KEY SITES

• PNN Chingaza
• Hummingbird Observatory
• Chicaque Reserve
•  Jardin Encantado’
• Tabacal Lagoon
• Rio Claro Nature Reserve
• Godoy Trail
• Ruta del Condor Trail- El Condor Cave
• Rio Blanco Nature Reserve
• PNN Los Nevados
• Termales El Ruiz
• Montezuma (PNN Tatama)

TARGET SPECIES

1. Silvery-throated Spinetail (E)
2. Bogota Rail (E)
3. Magdalena Antbird (E)
4. Bicolored Antpitta
5. Rainbow-bearded Thornbill
6. Buffy Helmetcrest (E)
7. Chestnut-bellied Flowerpiercer (E)
8. Munchique Wood-wren (E)
9. Gold-ringed Tanager (E)
10. Crested Ant-tanager (E)

BEST TIME OF YEAR: All year

Day 1: Arrival to Bogotá
Day 2: PNN Chingaza & Observatorio de Colibríes 
(Hummingbird Observatory)
Day 3: Enchanted Garden & Tabacal Lagoon. Transfer to Magdalena 
Valley
Day 4: Rio Claro Nature Reserve. Afternoon at El Condor Cave
Day 5: Godoy trail AM. Transfer to Termales El Ruiz
Day 6: PNN Los Nevados. Transfer to Rio Blanco (Search for 
Owls, Pauraques and Nightjars)
Day 7: Rio Blanco AM. Transfer to Montezuma Lodge
Day 8: Montezuma upper altitudes
Day 9: Montezuma lower altitudes
Day 10: Montezuma (feeders). Transfer to Pereira to for flight to 
Bogota
Day 11: Fly home

OVERVIEW

• Stay at a stunning mountain lodge, 
complete with private hot springs
• Typical Hacienda farm stay in 
Cundinamarca with horse riding, excellent 
food and bike rides
• Multi day trek or day hikes in the Coffee 
Region, in and around PNN Los Nevados

ITINERARY IDEAS
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White-eyed Parakeet

Red-fan Parrot

MITU (6 DAYS)

Located at just 50km from the border with Venezuela, Mitu 
is a convergence point of various pristine Amazonian 
ecosystems, such as white-sand forest (due to its Guiana 
Shield influence), varzea flooded forest and terra firme 
forest. All of this makes it an excellent birding site where 
many, many Amazonian specialities and rarities such as the 
grand diversity of antbirds and antwrens, cotingas and 
tanagers, parrots and hummingbirds can be seen. After 
visiting Mitu, many many birds can be ticked off in one 
trip.

TARGET SPECIES

1. Fiery Topaz
2. Pompadour Cotinga
3. Orinoco Piculet
4. Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock
5. Chestnut-crested Antbird
6. Red-fan Parrot
7. Black-bellied Thorntail
8. Imeri Warbling Antbird
9. Tawny-tufted Toucanet
10. White-plumed Antbird

Day 1: Arrival to Bogotá
Day 2: Fly to Mitú
Day 3-5: Mitú (Cachivera, Santa Cruz, Cerro Urania and 
Bocatoma trails)
Day 6: Fly to Bogotá - end of tour.

OVERVIEW

• Community stay at Wacara, in excellent forest, teeming 
with wildlife
• Jungle river expedition

ITINERARY IDEAS

BEST TIME OF YEAR: Mid November - Late February

KEY SITES

• Cachivera Trail
• Santa Cruz Trail & river ride
• Cerro Urania Trail
• Bocatoma Trail
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ANDEAN RANGES (EASTERN, WESTERN, CENTRAL)
& INTER-ANDEAN VALLEYS (15 DAYS)

Colombia is a collection of isolated landscapes and nowhere is it more 
apparent than in its 3 immense Andean ranges that divide the country 
from south to north, along with the inter-Andean valleys of the 
Magdalena and Cauca Rivers that lie within. Amongst these jungle 
laden folds, high-altitude tundra and deep valleys, endemics abound, 
limited to slopes, valley floors and various other bio-regions. This is 
the complete tour in the interior of Colombia, that even includes 
jaunts into the Choco/Pacific slope of the Western Andes. Amazing 
landscapes and even better birds.

KEY SITES

• PNN Chingaza
• Chicaque Reserve
• ‘Jardin Encantado’ (Enchanted Garden)
• Tabacal Lagoon
• La Romera
• Bolombolo Road
• Jardin
• Rio Blanco Nature Reserve
• PNN Los Nevados
• Termales El Ruiz
• Montezuma Lodge & Road (PNN Tatama)
• Sonso Lagoon
• KM 18
• El Queremal - Alto Anchicaya

TARGET SPECIES

1. Brown-breasted Parakeet (E)
2. Green-bearded Helmetcrest (E)
3. Indigo-capped Hummingbird (E)
4. Glistening-green Tanager 
5. Antioquia Wren (E)
6. Yellow-eared Parrot (E)
7. Brown-banded Antpitta (E)
8. Buffy Helmetcrest (E)
9. Gold-ringed Tanager (E)
10. Multicolored Tanager (E)

BEST TIME OF YEAR: All year

Day 1: Arrive in Bogotá
Day 2: PNN Chingaza
Day 3: Chicaque Nature Reserve
Day 4: Enchanted Garden and transfer to Tabacal Lake
Day 5: Rio Claro Nature Reserve
Day 6: Rio Claro. Transfer to Medellín
Day 7: La Romera – Bolombolo (Antioquia wren, Greyish piculet, Apical 
flycatcher) transfer to Jardín
Day 8: Alto ventanas
Day 9: Alto ventanas medio día + Andean Cock of the Rock lek. Transfer 
to Manizales
Day 10: Rio Blanco Nature Reserve. Transfer to Termales El Ruiz
Day 11: PNN Los Nevados transfer to Montezuma, PNN Tatama
Day 12: Montezuma
Day 13: Montezuma
Day 14: AM Montezuma. PM transfer to Cali
Day 15: El Queremal & KM 18. Return Cali for flight to Bogota

OVERVIEW

• Bogota City Tour - museums, 
contemporary culture, great restaurants and 
nightlife
• Visit the startling subterranean Salt 
Cathedral of Zipaquira
• Learn about typical Antioquian ‘Paisa’ 
coffee culture in Jardin and south-west 
Antioquia

ITINERARY IDEAS

Bogota Rail (E)

Black-and-Gold Tanager (E)30



Bat Falcon

Email: birding@colombianproject.com
URL: http://colombianproject.com/birding/
TEL: +57 320 657 2177 (Whatsapp enabled)
The Colombian Project Ltda
Cali
Colombia

CONTACT US

The Colombian Project would like to take this 
opportunity to say a very special thanks to Juan 
Diego Castillo for letting delve into his 
stunning collection of Colombia bird photos 
which in our opinion is unmatched. Many 
thanks to our dear fr iend Camilo Escobar for his 
stunning shots and Alejandro Pinto, as always, 
providing us amazing shots from our birding 
tours and his own adventures. 
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• Coffee process tour in the UNESCO Colombian Coffee 
Cultural Landscape
• Spa hotel with private beach stay near Santa Marta
• Trek to Pueblito archaeological ruins in PNN Tayrona
• Great restaurants, market visits and Salsa music in Cali

BIRDING
THE COLOMBIAN PROJECT

www.colombianproject.com
info@colombianproject.com
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